Dental health care workers at risk.
Healthy DHCWs do not seem to be at significantly higher risk for occupationally acquired diseases when compared with other HCWs. Special attention should be paid to DHCWs who are more susceptible to diseases potentially transmitted in a dental setting. These DHCWs include pregnant women, due to their immunologic changes, and the developing fetus; DHCWs; those with habits such as excessive intake of alcohol; DHCWs following splenectomy, radiotherapy, and long-term corticosteroid therapy; and DHCWs suffering from diseases that have an impact on the first and secondary defense against infections, such as diabetes mellitus, chronic renal failure, sickle cell anemia, leukemia, lymphoma, or HIV.